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Learn Why Academic Institutions 
are Committing to Solar Power

Colleges and universities are being  
recognized for their leadership and  
responsible practices—and being 
rewarded with dramatic savings on  
their electricity bills. Throughout the 
U.S., they’re committing to solar power.  
Many are turning to SunPower for  
solar solutions.

With little or no money 
upfront, we can help you 
save, too.

11UC Davis West Village 
Campus Installation

Spent by America’s colleges and universities on 
energy and utilities1

$7

61% OF PROSPECTIVE 
STUDENTS

$700 MILLION

Said a college’s environmental commitment would 
impact their decision to apply or attend2

BILLION

Saved if America’s schools cut energy costs by 10%
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Solar technology has made incredible strides in the three decades SunPower has  
been in business. The demand for solar has increased exponentially. But our values— 
commitment, innovation, sustainability efforts and service—have remained the same. 
So has our mission: 

To deliver the most reliable and cost-effective  
solar energy solutions for your academic institution

Academic Institutions Trust SunPower’s  
Unparalleled Experience and Expertise

We’ve provided turnkey solar solutions to academic institutions across the country:

Universities
• California State University, East Bay
• California State University, Long Beach 
• Harvard University
• Loyola Marymount University 
• Princeton University
• San Diego State University
• Sonoma State University
• Stanford University 
• State University of New York 
• University of California, Berkeley 
• University of California, Davis 
• University of California, Merced 
• University of California, Riverside 
• University of California, Santa Barbara 
• University of Colorado, Boulder
• University of Massachusetts, Lowell 
• University of Wyoming

Colleges
• Cape Cod Community College
• Coast Community College
• Deep Springs College
• Desert Community College
• Foothill De Anza College
• Kern Community College
• Los Angeles Community College
• Mendocino College
• Napa Valley College
• Ohlone Community College 
• San Jose Evergreen Community College 
• Santa Rosa Junior College 
• Shasta Community College 
• Solano Community College 
• Southwestern Community College 
• West Valley Community College 
• Yuba Community College

YOU BENEFIT FROM THE UNMATCHED VALUE OF RECORD-SETTING 
SOLAR TECHNOLOGY AND END-TO-END PROJECT SERVICES.

• Project development and finance

• System design and engineering

• Cell and module manufacturing

• Balance of system (BOS) manufacturing

• Module and BOS shipping/logistics support

• Project management

• System commissioning

• Operations and maintenance

SunPower can perform every step necessary for a 
successful project.

We are SunPower, a leader in solar 
power innovation for over 30 years.



Southwestern Community 
College District

Southwestern College is the only public institution of higher education in southern  
San Diego County, serving approximately 400,000 residents. The College District offers 
more than 300 associate degree and certificate options.

    

According to estimates provided by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, solar  
power systems installed at Southwestern College will avoid production of more than 
2,600 tons of carbon dioxide emissions annually, the equivalent of removing almost 
13,000 cars from California’s roads over the next 25 years.

“ It makes sense to use the clean, renewable resource of the sun to power our college 
sustainably. We think this is an investment of Proposition R dollars (a general  
obligation bond) that will continue to pay dividends for the college community for  
many years to come.” 

– Dr. Melinda Nish, Superintendent/President of Southwestern College

Photo courtesy of Reno Contracting

“�We�are�excited�at�the�prospect�of�realizing�the�environmental�and�economic�benefits�of�
solar, while also taking a leadership role in advancing renewable energy in a way that 
could work for many other educational institutions. In addition to providing a portion of 
the electricity needs of the main campus, we hope our approach will serve as a national 
model. We also envision that this system will be used as a teaching tool for Princeton 
students in various disciplines.” 

– Michael McKay, Princeton University, Vice President for Facilities

Princeton University

Princeton University demonstrated its leadership in solar energy when it installed a 
5.3 megawatt solar collector field on 27 acres in West Windsor Township in 2012. The 
system, comprising over 16,500 photovoltaic panels, produces between 5% and 6% of 
the university’s total annual electric use.

SOUTHWESTERN COMMUNITY  
COLLEGE DISTRICT QUICK FACTS

PRODUCTS: 
Parking fixed-tilt

TYPE OF SERVICE: 
Turnkey design build services and  
long-term operations and maintenance

LOCATION: 
• Chula Vista, California
• System size: 3.1 MWdc

Projected to save the college district  
an estimated 

$600,000 Annually

Expected to help avoid production of more 
than 2,600 tons of CO2 emissions annually, 
the equivalent of removing almost 13,000 
cars from California’s roads over the next 
25 years.3

ECONOMIC & ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS
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Stanford University

Stanford chose SunPower as its partner to develop an efficient customized solar solution, 
the Stanford Solar Generating Station. Since Stanford had limited campus land, SunPower 
designed an innovative ground-mount solution on 300 acres of off-campus land. This 
solution addressed Stanford’s land constraints and aligned with the university’s business, 
financial and sustainability goals.

The 68 MW solar plant is projected to generate enough power to  
produce half of all university electricity needs.



University of California, Davis

UC Davis has more than 34,000 students, 4,100 faculty and other academics, and 17,400  
staff. The SunPower® Oasis® power plant system it installed—engineered to rapidly and  
cost-effectively deploy utility-scale solar projects—is the largest “behind the meter” plant,  
offsetting electricity demand, on a US college campus.

This plant is part of UC Davis’s plan to obtain 60% of its electricity needs from renewable 
and carbon-free sources by 2017, ahead of a state goal of 50% by 2020. UC Davis also  
has solar in campus parking lots, on buildings, and at the UC Davis West Village  
neighborhood, which has a separate power grid with 4 megawatts of SunPower® solar.

in year one an  
estimated 33,000,000  
kilowatt-hours of 
energy

an estimated 14% of
the campus’s total  
electricity needs

SYSTEM SIZE: 

16 MWdc

QUICK FACTS

SYSTEM TYPE:

• Parking fixed-tilt
• Roof mount
•  SunPower Oasis  

Power Plant

“ This is a compelling example of how, with partners such as SunPower, we at UC Davis are  
reducing our carbon footprint. By taking steps to aggressively reduce our carbon emissions,  
we can set an example to the nation and the world of what can be achieved when we combine  
political will with science and innovation.”

—Linda P.B. Katehi, Chancellor, University of California, Davis

PRODUCES GENERATES

the campus carbon  
footprint by an  
estimated 9%, or 
14,000 metric tons

REDUCES

SUNPOWER’S SUCCESS STORY
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Industry-Leading Technology
Our solar panels hold the world record for efficiency (24.1%4 with production panels 
exceeding 20%5). A SunPower system will produce 60% more energy than conventional 
panels in the same space over the first 25 years.6 Their useful life is estimated to extend 
to more than 40 years.7

Proven Track Record
SunPower has delivered more than 6 GWdc of solar deployed across a diverse portfolio 
of distributed generation (DG) and utility-scale installations over six continents, as well 
as more than $6.6B in financing arranged across 1.6 GWac of solar projects. Our flagship 
projects have included the Solar Star Projects in Los Angeles and Kern Counties, CA, one 
of the world’s largest photovoltaic (PV) plants (579 MWac), and the PV Salvador Solar 
Project in Chile’s Atacama region, one of the world’s largest merchant solar power plants 
(70 MWdc).

Enduring Viability
SunPower is one of the most vertically integrated companies in the industry, guiding  
all aspects of the solar value chain from manufacturing to lifetime operations and  
maintenance. Publicly traded on the NASDAQ (SPWR) since 2005, we’ve enjoyed a  
cumulative 5-year GAAP revenue of approximately $12.5 billion and have offices  
throughout North and South America, Europe, Australia, Africa and Asia.

Sustainability Mission
We manufacture the world’s first and only solar products to be Cradle to Cradle  
Certified™ Silver,8 helping you earn the highest potential LEED points. We’re the first solar 
energy company in the Circular Economy 100, a collaboration among the world’s top 
organizations to transition to a regenerative, circular economy. We also work to reduce 
water use and have committed to becoming a Zero Waste to Landfill company.

Innovating for a Smart Energy Future
SUNPOWER® HELIX™ PLATFORM
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What Sets SunPower Apart?
Only SunPower offers a powerfully simple approach to your energy future   —and the  
ability to deliver the flexible solutions you need.

SunPower® EnergyLink™ Enterprise gives you centralized visibility into energy assets in  
all of your buildings, including those without SunPower solar or storage.

SunPower® Helix™

The world’s first fully-integrated commercial solar  
platform. Precision engineered by one company  
for long-term reliability and impressive returns.  
Unmatched energy density9 offsets electricity  
costs during daylight hours.

EnergyLink™ Enterprise Software
Energy intelligence platform enables powerful energy 
insights across all buildings, and quantified savings 
for solar and storage investments—with portfolio and 
site-specific data.

Advanced Energy Storage
Store energy during off-peak hours and discharge 
when demand spikes occur. Reduce demand charges, 
which can represent as much as 30% of a customer’s 
electricity bill.10

9



1 National Center for Education Statistics 
2 The Princeton Review, http://www.princetonreview.com/press/green-guide/colleges-ratings
3 According to estimates provided by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
4 Green, M. A., et. al. Solar Cell Efficiency Tables (version 48), Progress in Photovoltaics, 2016. 
5  Second highest, after SunPower X-Series, of over 3,200 silicon solar panels, Photon Module Survey, Feb 2013. As used throughout,  

“Conventional Panel” means a panel with 250W, 15.3% efficiency and approximately 1.6 m2.
6  SunPower 327W compared to a Conventional Panel (250W, 15.3% efficient, approx. 1.6 m2), 8% more energy per watt, 0.75%/yr. slower  

degradation. BEW/DNV Eng. “SunPower Yield Report,” Jan 2013. Jordan, Dirk “SunPower Test Report,” NREL, Oct 2012. Campeau, Z. et al.  
“SunPower Module Degradation Rate,” SunPower white paper, Feb 2013. See www.sunpowercorp.com/facts for details.

7   “SunPower Module 40-Year Useful Life,” SunPower white paper. Feb 2013.Useful life is 99 out of 100 panels operating at more than 70% of  
rated power.

8  Cradle to Cradle Certified is a multi-attribute certification program that assesses products and materials for safety to human and environmental 
health, design for future use cycles, and sustainable manufacturing.

9   SunPower Helix dual tilt (DT) 0.91 ground coverage is the highest for any dual tilt product on the market. Highest energy density is achieved  
when mounting system is pairing with high efficiency SunPower 327W panels.

10 SunPower analysis of customer utility bills - 2015.

The SunPower Team: Attentive,  
Responsive Experts in the Field

Take Control of Your Academic 
Institution’s Energy Costs

From the lab bench to design to construction management, SunPower brings unmatched 
expertise and the resources of a dynamic global workforce to every project.

Our engineers and designers create solar products that generate power efficiently and  
durably over the lifetime of your system. In the field, we anticipate problems and devise  
solutions before they can disrupt your operations.

Contact SunPower to Get Started
1-800-SUNPOWER | sunpower.com/schools
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SunPower Makes It Easy to Finance Your Solar Project
Over $6.6B in solar project financing for more than 1.6 GW of projects worldwide

The spectrum of financing structures includes:
• Loans
• Tax-advantaged operating leases
•  Flip-partnerships (including those with    

SunPower co-investment)
• Long-term power purchase agreements (PPAs)

SunPower’s in-house Project Finance Group 
(PFG) provides comprehensive financial  
services for projects that include: 
• Individual
• Multi-site
•  Portfolio projects in the residential,  

commercial, governmental, educational  
and nonprofit sectors 

• Large-scale offsite solar projects

We Form Trusted  
Financial Partnerships
Major financial institutions offer us competitive financing terms because of our  
low-risk products, backing from Total S.A., and track record of project success.
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