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Quick Facts

12.1 MW on 51 district sites
Total System Size

Challenge

One of the largest school districts in California, Mount Diablo Unified School 
District, was facing continued budget cuts and turned to solar to dramatically 
reduce operational expenses, prevent school closures and maintain its robust 
academic and arts programs. 

SunPower’s Solution 

Working with SunPower, Mount Diablo USD installed solar on parking 
structures and rooftops at 51 sites across the district, making it the largest 
K-12 solar project in the nation at the time it was completed in 2012, with a 
total capacity of 12.1 MW.

Customer Benefit

The systems are reducing the district’s electricity costs by more than $3 million 
per year, and are expected to save $220 million over 30 years. In the first year 
alone, the district cut its electricity bill by 92 percent. 
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70,450 Cars Not Driven  
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Saving Millions in School Funds with Solar

Serving more than 36,000 K-12 students and 20,000 adult education students, 
the Mount Diablo Unified School District (MDUSD) is one of California’s biggest 
districts, renowned for its high-quality education and arts programs. So when 
state school budgets were drastically cut, district officials knew they needed 
to find a way to slash operational expenses to avoid school closures and 
minimize cuts to academic and arts programs.

District leadership turned to the community for help. In 2010, citizens 
of Contra Costa County voted to approve the Measure C Bond Initiative 
that would fund many building improvements including energy efficiency 
upgrades and solar. Combining this funding with the federal government’s 
Clean Renewable Energy Bonds (CREBs), the district developed a Request for 
Proposal for the solar project. After a thorough evaluation process, officials 
selected SunPower as the solar partner to provide panels as well as design 
and engineering services for the project. 

SunPower’s high-efficiency solar panels provided the best long-term cost-
savings for the district, enabling the addition of solar on parking shade 
structures and rooftops across 51 sites districtwide. MDUSD is expected 
to save $220 million over the 30-year life of the system. In its first year of 
operation in 2013, solar power generation reduced the district’s electricity bill 
by 92 percent.

Extra Credit for STEM Education

In addition to the financial benefits of going solar, MDUSD was able to extend 
the project to the classroom as well. SunPower actively supports the district’s 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) academic programs 
with curriculum resources and internships. SunPower helped develop an 
engineering curriculum for MDUSD elementary, middle and high schools, 
and every summer a group of high school students take part in a week-long 

“Saving our schools money while 
reducing emissions is the right 
thing to do for our students and 
the environment”

Dr. Nellie Meyer
Superintendent of Mt. Diablo USD
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Summer Solar Energy Academy, an intensive solar-focused work-based 
learning program developed by SunPower. To date nearly 400 students have 
benefited from the SunPower HorizonsTM curriculum and training at MDUSD.

“These solar projects model good environmental stewardship for our students,” 
said Dr. Meyer,“ and will help generate millions of dollars in savings which are 
critical for our educational programs in these difficult financial times.”

In addition to saving more than $200 million for the district, the MDUSD solar 
system will avoid production of almost 400,000 tons of CO2 emissions over 30 
years, the equivalent of removing 70,450 cars from California roadways. With 
such positive environmental, educational and financial benefits, the Mount 
Diablo solar project is a triple win for students of northern California.

“These solar projects model 
good environmental 
stewardship for our students 
and will help generate millions 
of dollars in savings which are 
critical for our educational 
programs in these difficult 
financial times.”

Dr. Nellie Meyer
Superintendent of Mt. Diablo USD


