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108 kW 
Total System Size

Challenge

The Kapcsandy Family Winery was facing rising electricity costs of $40,000 per 
year and was looking for a way to save money and increase profit margins.

SunPower’s Solution 

For this sustainability-minded winery, solar was the perfect solution. 
SunPower Commercial Dealer Sunlight Electric designed a 108-kW solar 
system, with high-performance SunPower® panels on the roof of the winery 
which offsets the usage of the winery, its remote well pump, and the adjacent 
family residence.  

Customer Benefit

The Kapcsandy solar system offsets an estimated 92 percent of the winery’s 
electricity use, eliminating the winery’s $40,000 electricity expense in its first 
year and more than $800,000 projected over the 25-year life of the system.

Family Winery Harvests Solar
for Sustainable Savings

Rooftop
Installation Type 

$800,000
Projected 25-Year Savings

92%  
Electricity Offset 

Quick Facts
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Powering a Family Business with Solar

Napa Valley is known as an ideal wine-making region – plentiful sunshine, 
ocean air and clay-like soil conditions conspire to produce some of the most 
luscious grapes in the industry. But perhaps lesser known is the fact that 
Napa is also home to many vineyards harvesting the sun. 

For Lou Kapcsandy, owner of Kapcsandy Family Winery, solar was a natural 
extension of his company’s sustainable approach to wine growing. 

“Our approach is minimal intervention,” says Kapcsandy, who bought the 
20-acre vineyard in 2000 after a successful career in construction and 
now runs it with his son, Louis Jr. “We spend a lot of energy and resources 
managing the grapes in the vineyard, to make sure what we bring in is the 
best quality. We’re fanatical about maintaining the true ancestry of the 
grapes that we grow so that they are not overripe or have too much alcohol.”

Kapcsandy is known for its Bordeaux varietals with just the right amount 
of tannins, aged to perfection for 20 months or more in wine cellars with 
optimal temperature control. But winemaking and maintaining constant 55 
to 60-degree Fahrenheit temperature for thousands of bottles and barrels 
takes lots of energy. The Kapcsandys were spending $40,000 per year on 
electricity not just on cellar electricity, but to power the family’s residence, 
home cellar and vineyard irrigation pumps.

Lou and Louis Jr. decided it was time to evaluate solar. They turned to 
Sunlight Electric of Sonoma, a highly experienced solar integrator in 
California’s wine industry, to design a PV system that would blend with the 
winery’s roofline and produce enough energy to offset all of the winery’s 
electricity load.  

“Installing solar has made a 
big difference in reducing 
our operating costs. Now 
that capital can be available 
for other purposes, and it 
increases our margins.”

Lou Kapcsandy
Owner, Kapcsandy Family Winery
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Sharing Solar Benefits Across Meters 

Sunlight Electric designed an unobtrusive, 108-kW system on the winery 
roof that was up and running in less than a few months. The system’s 
output provides electricity throughout the 12,000-square-foot winery 
operation for everything from refrigeration to production lines to lighting. 
The energy generated is shared at the family residence and for irrigation 
pumps on the property through a process known as aggregated net 
metering—applying bill credits across multiple meters.

Since the SunPower system was installed, Kapcsandy has not received 
one bill—only credits to his account. He expects to offset 92 percent of 
his electricity on an annual basis and 100% of the $40,000 expense. The 
system is expected to pay for itself in 6.3 years—and with SunPower’s 
25-year warranty, will be producing clean electricity for many more years 
beyond that. 

Choosing the Right Partners 

As a former contractor, Kapcsandy understands how complex construction 
can be. “It all boils down to the quality of the product and the contractor 
who performs the installation. We did some homework on SunPower – and 
found that their design, their experience in manufacturing, and especially 
the panels’ efficiency and warranties made the difference.”

Shamrock Renewable Energy Services installed the system to Sunlight 
Electric’s specifications—their teams collaborate on large-scale solar 
installations in the agriculture, retail or corporate space.

“They did a fantastic job—the installation was a very smooth process for 
us,” Kapcsandy says.  “Solar has more than met our expectations.”

“We practice sustainable 
vineyard practices—minimizing 
the use of pesticides and 
herbicides in our vineyard, and 
chemicals in wine production. 
Going solar was natural for us.”

Lou Kapcsandy
Owner, Kapcsandy Family Winery


