
Generating power and a 
new generation of solar energy 
scholars at Porterville USD
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Quick Facts

8,917,864 kWh
Estimated Annual Output

13,022
Number of Panels

232,680 sq. ft.
PV Surface Area

5MWp
Total System Size

Challenge

In 2012, the Porterville Unified School District installed solar at its five high 
schools. The result was 3.7 MW of solar that saved the district millions in 
energy costs, and an innovative summer program to help students learn more 
about renewable energy. In 2014, Porterville wanted to take its solar solutions 
to the next level.

The SunPower® Solution

Porterville USD partnered with SunPower to add solar to 11 of its elementary 
and middle schools, as well as at the district office. The money saved―and the 
interest that the installations generated among the students―helped launch 
the Alternative Energy and Resources (AERO) academy as part of the Porterville 
USD Pathways Program, an innovative, career-themed learning environment 
for students.

Customer Benefit

With the completion of both phases of the project, Porterville USD is now 
saving more than $1.2 million per year on energy costs, as well as providing 
invaluable education on clean energy to the next generation.



Porterville USD and SunPower are inspiring the next generation 
of energy professionals

The city of Porterville, CA, has always embraced a pioneering spirit. The 
former trading post was barely 10 years settled when the first community 
school was built in 1873. Even then, the city understood the importance 
of education. Today, Porterville USD continues to stay at the forefront of 
learning with its successful Pathways academic program that combines 
academic study with career-oriented technical training. And thanks to 
SunPower, one of the most popular Pathway choices is the Alternative Energy 
and Resources (AERO) academy.

SunPower first engaged with the Porterville USD in 2011, building a 3.7 MW 
system comprising more than 12,000 panels installed at the city’s five high 
schools. As a result, the district was able to cut its annual electricity bill of 
$2.2 million in half. 

But that was just the financial benefit. SunPower and Porterville USD also 
partnered to create a week-long summer camp where SunPower employees 
and professionals from other renewable energy firms worked with students 
to help them learn about careers in renewable energy. SunPower sponsored 
the camp, which taught students everything from the economics of clean 
energy to how to install a solar system. 
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“ We’ve got brand new schools, 
as well as schools that have 
been here for decades. 
SunPower not only met every 
performance guarantee, they 
worked to ensure that every 
installation was an aesthetic 
match for each school. The 
community’s response has 
been fantastic.” 

Ken Gibbs
 Assistant Superintendent for Business 
Porterville Unified School District



From Camp to Classroom: Extending renewable energy education 

In 2014, Porterville USD wanted to expand its solar program by installing solar 
panels at 11 of the district’s elementary and middle schools, as well as at the 
district office. 

“SunPower is a great partner that is always willing to help us solve any 
challenge,” explains Ken Gibbs, Assistant Superintendent for Business 
Porterville Unified School District. “Even when we had to change the 
specifications in the middle of planning the project, they stepped right up to 
adjust their recommendation.”

With the new installations, Porterville USD has increased its energy output 
to 5.6 MW, saving the district $1.2 million in electricity cost savings annually. 
The money saved will enable the district to pay off the Qualified School 
Construction Bonds (QSCBs) and Qualified Zone Academy Bonds (QZABs) 
used to finance the installations more than five years earlier than planned, 
saving even more in reduced interest costs. 

Even better, the AERO summer program proved so popular that the district 
incorporated the AERO academy into its renowned Pathways program. The 
AERO Academy is now the 10th “Open Choice” career-themed program 
available to all Porterville USD high-school students. By combining demanding 
technical training with rigorous academic, standards-based teaching, Pathways 
students are better prepared to excel after high school, whether they 
decide to go to college, pursue more technical education, or start a career in 
renewable energy. 
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“ SunPower is a great partner 
that is always willing to help 
us solve any challenge.”

Ken Gibbs
 Assistant Superintendent for Business 
Porterville Unified School District



SunPower Corporation 
1.800.786.7693 
sunpower.com

Solar Earns Straight A’s from Students and Administrators

Enrollment in the AERO program has doubled since being introduced to district 
high schools last year, according to Cynthia Brown, Director of the Pathways 
program for Porterville USD.

“Students in the AERO program identify with renewable energy. They’re 
concerned about the future―because it is their future,” Brown notes.

“SunPower has been an incredible supporter of our students and our 
community,” Brown adds. “They’re saving the district hundreds of thousands 
of dollars in electricity costs which can then be used to fund a number of 
academic programs that might otherwise get cut.”

“ SunPower has been an 
incredible supporter of our 
students and our community.”

 Cynthia Brown
 Director of the Pathways program for 
Porterville USD
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