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Innovative and  
Cost-Saving  
Solar Solutions  
for School Districts



   
Learn Why Schools Everywhere  
Are Committing to Solar Power

Schools are being recognized for their 
leadership and responsible practices—
and being rewarded with dramatic and 
immediate savings on their electricity 
bills. Schools throughout the US are 
switching to solar power and many are 
turning to SunPower.

With little or no money  
upfront, we can help  
your schools save, too. 

THE NUMBER OF SOLAR SCHOOLS IN THE US1: 

3,500+

60% PERCENTAGE OF SCHOOLS  
THAT CAN COST-EFFECTIVELY 
GO SOLAR NOW1

$2.8 BILLION*  

POTENTIAL SAVINGS OF SCHOOLS 
SWITCHING TO SOLAR POWER1:

$75+ MILLION

THE COMBINED UTILITY BILL  
SAVINGS PER YEAR BY SCHOOLS 
THAT HAVE ALREADY GONE SOLAR:

*  30-Year Net Value (NPV) if 72,000 schools switched to solar,  
deploying median-sized systems 



The sun has been a powerful and indispensable form  
of energy for all forms of life for billions of years. Today,  
solar power is appreciated for its many advantages  
and vast potential. 

•  RENEWABLE. Unlike fossil fuels, coal or nuclear energy, we 
will never run out of solar energy. Reducing our dependence  
on non-renewable energy sources is an important step in 
addressing climate change.

•  SUSTAINABLE. The sun provides plenty of energy to meet 
our planet’s current energy needs without negatively  
impacting those of future generations.

•  CLEAN. While emissions are associated with transporting and 
installing solar panels, solar power produces no pollutants 
once installed.

•  ABUNDANT. Solar energy is powerful, plentiful and available  
to cities throughout the United States and to countries all 
over the world. 

A Look at Solar, a  
Leading Source of  
Renewable Energy Solar panels absorb sunlight  

and convert it to DC electricity.

DC electricity travels to the 
 inverters, where it’s converted to  

AC electricity.

AC electricity passes to the  
breaker, where it’s routed to  

power your building.

How does solar energy become  
solar power, providing savings  

to your district?

Excess electricity is routed to  
the power grid, which can earn  

credits on your bill.



Kern High School District

Through a Power Purchase Agreement (PPA)—which required no upfront capital  
investment—California’s Kern High School District (KHSD) was able to commission  
22 megawatts of SunPower’s high-efficiency solar at 27 district sites. This represents the 
largest contracted commitment to solar power to date by any school district in the US3 
and is projected to save the school district an estimated $80 million over 25 years.

SunPower is also working with KHSD to expand its commitment to high-quality science, 
technology, engineering and math (STEM) education. Currently, eight district schools  
provide STEM curriculum through programs offered by Project Lead the Way (PLTW),  
a leading provider of K–12 STEM curriculum and teacher professional development.  
SunPower’s in-kind contribution will enable KHSD to include two additional schools in 
these programs and enhance the district’s existing programs. 

SUNPOWER® SUCCESS STORY

“ SunPower’s deep experience working with school districts is as important as the  
long-term performance of its technology. We’re looking forward to generating  
on-site emission-free solar power to support our operations and our community.”

—  Dr. Scott Cole, Associate Superintendent of the Business Division, Kern High School District

Solar technology has made incredible strides in the three decades SunPower has  
been in business. The demand for solar has increased exponentially. But our values—
commitment, innovation, sustainability efforts and service—have remained the same. 
So has our mission: 

To deliver the most reliable and cost-effective solar energy  
solutions for your school district

Schools Are Turning to SunPower 

for Solar Energy Programs

We’ve provided turnkey solar solutions to academic institutions across the  
country, including:

SCHOOL DISTRICTS

• Howell Township Public Schools

• Kearney School District

• Kern Unified High School District

• Los Angeles Unified School District

• Mt. Diablo Unified School District

• Oxnard Union High School District

• Porterville Unified School District

• San Ramon Valley High School District 

• Santa Ana Unified School District

• Sweetwater Union High School District

COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES

• Los Angeles Community College District

• Princeton University

• Stanford University

• State University of New York

• University of California, Berkeley

• University of California, Davis

• University of California, Merced

• University of California, Riverside

• University of California, Santa Barbara

• University of Colorado

We’ve also served businesses such as Apple, FedEx, Microsoft, Walmart and Toyota, to name a few. 
Contact SunPower for a complete list. 

We are SunPower, a leader in solar power innovation  
for over 30 years.
We offer a unique mix of advance technology and personal service. 

INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS, LEADING SUSTAINABILITY, 
PROVEN EXPERIENCE, LONG-TERM VALUE

PRODUCTS: 
SunPower Helix Carport

DISTRICT: 
18 Comprehensive campuses
5 Alternative Education campuses
4 Special Education centers
3 Career Technical Education sites
1 Adult Education center
1 Charter school

LOCATION: 
The largest 9–12 high school district in 
California, Kern High School District, is 
located in Bakersfield and serves Kern 
County at the southern end of the San 
Joaquin Valley.



Mt. Diablo Unified School District

Mt. Diablo USD is one of the largest school districts in California. With more than 56 
school sites and programs, but facing ongoing financial challenges at the local and state 
level, Mt. Diablo needed to take proactive steps to trim its operating budget for the long 
term. The district was able to secure federal Clean Renewable Energy Bonds (CREBs) 
financing to help attain this goal.

Long-term savings for the district are projected to be in the range of $220 million over 
30 years. These funds will help the district prevent school closures, maintain robust high 
school arts programs, and avoid cuts to academic programs.. 

an estimated 
$220 million  
over 30 years

an estimated $3 million 
annually in electricity cost 
savings, plus an estimated 
$3 million from California  
Solar Initiative revenue

SYSTEM SIZE: 
12.1 MW

QUICK FACTS

PRODUCTS: 
Fixed-Tilt Parking Canopy 
and Shade Structures

“ The SunPower team has addressed every phase of the project with unparalleled attention to 
detail, prompt communication, concern for budget and timelines, and empathy and respect for 
school administrative staff, the community and the children in our charge. I would recommend  
SunPower to you as a partner in this venture.”

—  Pete Pedersen, Special Projects/Director/Program Manager,  
2010 Measure C Facilities Improvement Program, Mt. Diablo Unified School District

SAVES GENERATES

92% of electrical  
costs for the first  
year of operation

ELIMINATES

SUNPOWER® SUCCESS STORY



Industry-Leading STEM Curriculum 
and Work-Based Learning Program

The World’s First Fully-Integrated  
Commercial Solar Platform

Our commitment to education goes beyond just installing solar panels on school  
campuses. We also help students and teachers learn about solar energy. Through our 
SunPower Horizons™ program: a comprehensive science, technology, engineering and 
math (STEM) education program covering K–12, and beyond.

The SunPower Horizons program adds significant value to your purchase of a solar  
energy system. We’re sparking students’ curiosity about science and technology while 
simultaneously delivering clean, renewable energy. 

The Helix platform for rooftop, ground and carport applications makes commercial solar 
incredibly powerful and elegantly simple. Each component is precision-engineered for 
fast installation, reliability and performance. Add in SunPower® EnergyLink™ software,  
and you get unprecedented visibility into—and control over—your solar energy  
production and consumption.

Beautifully designed and cost-effective, the SunPower Helix carport combines our  
record-breaking Maxeon® cell and panel technology, our own patented canopy structure 
and our integrated electrical system. The result is a solar power system that will  
complement your campus and your bottom line, producing more energy from less  
space and delivering greater peace of mind for the life of your investment.

SUNPOWER HORIZONS™ 

SUNPOWER® HELIX™ PLATFORM

KEY BENEFITS OF THE PROGRAM:

Provides hands-on 
learning to prepare 
students for careers in 
technology, engineering 
and clean energy

Fully customizable—
District can select any 
or all of the program’s 
components and  
elements

Can qualify the district 
for additional funding, 
such as Qualified Zone  
Academy Bonds

Enhances school  
programming at  
no additional cost  
to the district

Experiential Learning. Expanding Opportunities.™
Learn more about how you can mix and match components of the SunPower Horizons program  
to suit your particular students’ and educators’ needs.

Visit us.sunpower.com/horizons or email horizons@sunpower.com

•  Record-setting high-efficiency panels for  
maximum energy density5

•  Designed by architects for superior aesthetics

•  Faster installation for minimal campus disruption6

•  Materials and components built for lifetime  
durability7

•  Industry-leading 25-year Combined Power and 
Product Warranty for reduced investment risk 
and peace of mind



The SunPower Team: Attentive,  
Responsive Experts in the Field

Take Control of Your
School’s Energy Costs

SunPower is responsible for your solar system throughout its 25-year warranty. From 
system design and installation, to operations and maintenance, to providing you with the 
tools required to effectively communicate benefits to your School Board and community, 
we have a premier team of seasoned personnel at your service.

CONTACT SUNPOWER TO GET STARTED
1-800-SUNPOWER | sunpower.com/schools

©2016 SunPower Corporation. All Rights Reserved. SUNPOWER, the SUNPOWER logo, SUNPOWER HORIZONS,
ENERGYLINK, EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING. EXPANDING OPPORTUNITIES., HELIX, and MAXEON are trademarks or  
registered trademarks of SunPower Corporation in the U.S. and other countries. 

SunPower Makes It Easy to Take the First Steps Toward Solar

1.  School district identifies primary goals 
and objectives. 

2.  SunPower provides no-cost,  
no-obligation feasibility assessment  
to match district objectives.

3.  SunPower performs due diligence  
onsite to gather detailed information  
for proposal.

4.  SunPower provides customized  
proposal with financial analysis and  
proposed schedule.

5.  District awards project and negotiates  
final contract.

6.  SunPower installs solar electric systems  
and energy solutions at all sites.

7.  District starts saving on electricity bills  
and incorporates the SunPower Horizons  
STEM education program for students  
and teachers. 

1 The Solar Foundation, http://www.thesolarfoundation.org/solar-schools/brighter-future/
2 According to estimates provided by the US Environmental Protection Agency
3 According to data provided by The Solar Foundation 
4  SunPower Helix dual tilt (DT) 0.91 ground coverage is the highest for any dual tilt product on the market.  

Highest energy density is achieved when mounting system is pairing with high efficiency SunPower 327W panels.
5 Arsenal data on SunPower panel efficiency advantage
6 DNV GL time study on Helix Power Station, 2015
7  Cable cones and trays are made from 92% recycled rubber and are designed for a 25 year life. Cable clips are  

made from stainless steel and are also designed and tested for a 25 year life.


